
GOLF CART LAWS  

Changes in Texas law now allow golf carts and most off-highway 
vehicles to be operated on public roadways. However, their operation 
is restricted to certain conditions, and there are certain stipulations 
that must be met to legally do so. The following are the conditions 
where golf carts and off-highway vehicles may be operated, and their 
requirements. 

CONDITIONS: 

A person may operate a golf cart vehicle in: 

§ A county or municipality approved master plan community containing a set of HOA/POA 
rules or restrictive covenants; or 

§ A roadway for which the posted speed limit is not more than 35 mph, and the vehicle is 
operated during daytime hours in an area not more than 2 miles from the location 
where the vehicle is usually parked and used for transportation to and from a golf 
course. 

REQUIREMENTS: 

Golf carts and off-highway vehicles must display the appropriate license plate to legally operate 
on the roadway. You may obtain a Golf Cart license plate from your county tax assessor-
collector’s office. The county will require a Form 130-U Application for Texas Title and/or 
Registration. 

Golf carts and off highway vehicles traveling at the speed of not more than 25 mph are also 
required to display slow moving vehicle emblem. 

All traffic laws pertaining to the movement and operation of regular motor vehicles apply and 
must be obeyed while operating a golf cart or off-highway vehicle in a public roadway. 

The Texas Attorney General’s office has stated (No. KP-0364) that the requirement to possess a 
valid driver’s license to operate a vehicle on a public roadway applies to the operation of golf 
carts and off-highway vehicles while on a public road. An operator of a golf cart or off-highway 
vehicle must possess a valid driver’s license (or learners permit with adult present) to drive on a 
public roadway. 

Golf Carts must have the following minimum equipment: 

• Headlamps 
• Tail lamps 
• Reflectors 
• Parking brake 
• Mirrors 
• Slow moving vehicle emblem 

We encourage you to use caution and always remember to follow the all traffic laws and take 
all possible safety precautions when traveling on roadways. 


